








 State of California • The Resources Agency Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor 

 DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Ruth G. Coleman, Director 
Colorado Desert District  
200 Palm Canyon Drive 
Borrego Springs, CA 92004 
 
March 4, 2008 
 
Mr. Dave Singleton 
Program Analyst 
Native American Heritage Commission 
915 Capitol Mall, Room 364 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
Re:  Response to Comments 
 Draft Initial Study/Negative Declaration (IS/ND) 
 Piedras Grandes Road Closure Project 
 Anza-Borrego Desert State Park 
 SCH#2007121160 
 
Dear Mr. Singleton: 
 
Thank you for your letter of January 16, 2008, on behalf of the Native American 
Heritage Commission, regarding the above project. 
 
The information below has been prepared by Joan S. Schneider, Ph.D., Associate State 
Archeologist.  I hope that it will answer any questions you might have. 
 
The road closure project is specifically proposed to protect significant cultural resources 
in the Piedras Grandes area of Anza-Borrego Desert State Park.  Native American 
consultation started before the initiation of this project and continues to the present.  
Several field trips to the closure area for Native American representatives of local 
reservations have taken place.  A presentation on the proposed road closure was made, 
early in the project planning, to a meeting of the Kumeyaay Cultural Repatriation 
Committee (KCRC) before plans for the road closure were made.  All Native American 
input supported the road closure. 
 
A review of the basis upon which the project is proposed follows:  

• A cultural resource inventory of the area had been carried out in 1996-1997.  
That inventory confirmed that the Piedras Grandes region has a high 
concentration of cultural resources, some of which are highly sensitive.   

• In 2005, due to reports and observations of visitor impacts in the area, a study 
was conducted to document these impacts.  A recommendation was made for 
closure of the jeep trail through the area and for closure of the area to overnight 
camping.   

• The closure will prevent ready access, by automobile, to sensitive cultural 
resource areas, both within and along the road into Piedras Grandes.  This, 
along with the prohibition of overnight camping, is expected to prevent further 
degradation of the cultural resources. 



 
Should the NAHC wish more information about the Piedras Grandes area, the results of 
the studies mentioned above, or any further clarification, please contact me or Dr. 
Schneider at the above address. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gail Sevrens 
Acting Environmental Coordinator 





 State of California • The Resources Agency Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor 

 DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Ruth G. Coleman, Director 
Colorado Desert District  
200 Palm Canyon Drive 
Borrego Springs, CA 92004 
 
March 4, 2008 
 
Mr. Tom Donnelly 
4283 Feather Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92117 
 
Re:  Response to Comments: Draft Initial Study/Negative Declaration (IS/ND) 
 Piedras Grandes Road Closure Project 
 Anza-Borrego Desert State Park 
 
Dear Mr. Donnelly: 
 
Thank you for your comments regarding the above project.  Your interest in this project 
is appreciated and it is hoped that this response will help to answer your questions 
regarding this project. 
 
Comment 1: Your comments indicate that in conjunction with the road closure, an 
unobtrusive interpretive sign should be placed near the cultural area urging protection.  
 
We agree that such a sign would provide additional protection to the site and it will be 
part of the project. 
 
Comment 2: You comment that there are two areas used for camping along the road 
within the proposed closure area, that you support closing the area near the pictograph, 
but that the other area should be considered to remain open if cultural resources are not 
threatened. 
 
In order to delineate the area proposed for closure, an extensive assessment of the 
status of the cultural resources in the area and the impacts from visitor use was 
completed in August 2006 by Dr. Joan Schneider, Associate State Park Archeologist.  
This document, An Assessment of Visitor Impacts to Cultural Resources in the Piedras 
Grandes Area, Anza-Borrego Desert State Park, California, and Recommendations for 
Management of Cultural Resources, is discussed on p. 8 and pp. 19-28 of the Negative 
Declaration.  This assessment determined the areas of damage and indicated for 
closure.  Unfortunately, the jeep road itself runs through several significant cultural sites 
(see page 26 of the Negative Declaration). 
 
Thank you again for your comments regarding this project and your support of our 
protective efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gail Sevrens 
Acting Environmental Coordinator 





 State of California • The Resources Agency Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor 

 DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Ruth G. Coleman, Director 
Colorado Desert District  
200 Palm Canyon Drive 
Borrego Springs, CA 92004 
 
March 4, 2008 
 
Mr. Richard Jackson 
SD4W 
534 Hilo Way 
Vista, CA 92081 
 
Re:  Response to Comments 
 Draft Initial Study/Negative Declaration (IS/ND) 
 Piedras Grandes Road Closure Project 
 Anza Borrego Desert State Park 
 
Dear Mr. Jackson: 
 
Thank you for your comments regarding the above project.  Your interest in this project 
is appreciated and it is hoped that the following responses will help to answer your 
questions and concerns regarding this project. 
 
Comment 1: Your comments indicate that camping in the area appears to be the major 
problem impacting the cultural resources and that the project objectives could be met by 
banning camping but allowing the road to remain open. 
 
While overnight camping is leading to impacts caused by campfires, other impacts 
directly involve vehicle use. Unfortunately, the road itself traverses multiple cultural sites 
and is causing direct damage via erosion and altering of drainage patterns.  Further, 
there have been instances of vehicles parking on top of sensitive sites, as documented 
on page 23 of the Negative Declaration.   
 
Vehicles are also the means of transportation into the area for excavation tools such as 
shovels, and out of the area for artifacts.  Please see page 27 of the Negative 
Declaration for documentation of unauthorized excavation. Vehicles have also been 
used to transport in water caches and firewood, which have been placed in sensitive 
sites.  Additionally, material brought in via vehicles has previously been left behind as 
trash on sensitive sites.  Finally, a ban just on camping would be much more difficult to 
enforce than a ban in conjunction with the road closure. 
 
Comment 2:  You indicate that the road closure would impact individuals who are not 
physically able to hike or bike into the area. 
 
As explained on page 41, the 1.3 mile segment of jeep road proposed for closure 
represents just 0.25 percent of accessible roadway for street-legal motorized vehicles 
within the park and 0.3 percent loss of road-side primitive camping opportunities within 
the park.  Ample primitive camping opportunities exist in the area of the proposed 



closure and throughout the park, providing opportunities to individuals accessing the 
areas via motorized vehicles. 
 
Thank you again for your comments regarding this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gail Sevrens 
Acting Environmental Coordinator 





 State of California • The Resources Agency Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor 

 DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Ruth G. Coleman, Director 
Colorado Desert District  
200 Palm Canyon Drive 
Borrego Springs, CA 92004 
 
March 4, 2008 
 
Mr. James W. Royle, Jr. 
Chairperson, Environmental Review Committee 
San Diego County Archaeological Society, Inc. 
P.O. Box 81106 
San Diego, CA 92138-1106 
 
Re:  Response to Comments 
 Draft Initial Study/Negative Declaration (IS/ND) 
 Piedras Grandes Road Closure Project 
 Anza Borrego Desert State Park 
 
Dear Mr. Royle: 
 
Thank you for your review of the Negative Declaration and for your comments regarding 
the above project.  Your interest in and the support expressed by your Board of 
Directors for this project is appreciated. 
 
Thank you for your determination, based on your review of the document, that the 
project will have no adverse impacts and will protect sensitive cultural resources that 
are currently being damaged.   
 
Thank you again for your comments regarding this project and your support of our 
protective efforts. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gail Sevrens 
Acting Environmental Coordinator 





 State of California • The Resources Agency Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor 

 DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Ruth G. Coleman, Director 
Colorado Desert District  
200 Palm Canyon Drive 
Borrego Springs, CA 92004 
 
March 4, 2008 
 
Mr. John Stewart 
President 
Tierra del Sol 4WDC 
jstewart@mac.com 
 
via electronic mail 
 
Re:  Response to Comments 
 Draft Initial Study/Negative Declaration (IS/ND) 
 Piedras Grandes Road Closure Project 
 Anza Borrego Desert State Park 
 
Dear Mr. Stewart: 
 
Thank you for your comments regarding the above project.  Your interest in this project 
is appreciated and it is hoped that the enclosed will help to answer your questions and 
concerns regarding this project. 
 
Your comments indicate that while you did not have the opportunity to review the 
specific points of the proposed closure, you support the position outline by Ed Stovin in 
his email of Jan 24, 2008 to California State Parks.  Enclosed please find a copy of the 
response to Mr. Stovin’s comments. 
 
Thank you again for your comments regarding this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gail Sevrens 
Acting Environmental Coordinator 
 
Encl. 





 State of California • The Resources Agency Arnold Schwarzenegger, Governor 

 DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION Ruth G. Coleman, Director 
Colorado Desert District  
200 Palm Canyon Drive 
Borrego Springs, CA 92004 
 
March 4, 2008 
 
Mr. Ed Stovin 
President 
San Diego Off-Road Coalition 
7447 Salizar Street 
San Diego, CA 92111 
 
Re:  Response to Comments 
 Draft Initial Study/Negative Declaration (IS/ND) 
 Piedras Grandes Road Closure Project 
 Anza Borrego Desert State Park 
 
Dear Mr. Stovin: 
 
Thank you for your comments regarding the above project.  Your interest in this project 
is appreciated and it is hoped that the following responses will help to answer your 
questions and concerns regarding this project. 
 
Your comments indicate that camping in the area appears to be the major problem 
impacting the cultural resources and that the project objectives could be met by banning 
camping but allowing the road to remain open. 
 
While overnight camping is leading to impacts caused by campfires, other impacts 
directly involve vehicle use. Unfortunately, the road itself traverses multiple cultural sites 
and is causing direct damage via erosion and altering of drainage patterns.  Further, 
there have been instances of vehicles parking on top of sensitive sites, as documented 
on page 23 of the Negative Declaration.   
 
Vehicles are also the means of transportation into the area for excavation tools such as 
shovels, and out of the area for artifacts.  Please see page 27 of the Negative 
Declaration for documentation of unauthorized excavation. Vehicles have also been 
used to transport in water caches and firewood, which have been placed in sensitive 
sites.  Additionally, material brought in via vehicles has previously been left behind as 
trash on sensitive sites.  Finally, a ban just on camping would be much more difficult to 
enforce than a ban in conjunction with the road closure. 
 
Thank you again for your comments regarding this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Gail Sevrens 
Acting Environmental Coordinator 




